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It is, however, different from the Bhedabheda schools of
Bhaskara, Yadava and Nimbarka and S'ivadvaita of S'rikantha.
S'ri Vaisnavism emphatically refutes and rejects all these
schools of Vedanta and establishes the theistic view that
Visnn is the supreme and only cause of the universe of cit and
acit, and that He is the Lord of S'ri or Laksmi who intercedes
on behalf of the sinner and pleads for mercy-

The liberalizing tendency of S'ri Vaisnavism is found in-
its theory of Rramdnas and scheme of Ubhaya Vedanta
including the 'Ved^nticpramanas and Tamil Prabandham called
Four Thousand on account of its 4,000 hymns sung by the
Azhvars and Andal.   Though the two are co-ordinated
as equally important, some are of opinion that the latter is
purely sat^ic and spiritual and that it alone recognizes the easy
accessibility of the Lord in the form of area in temple
worship. One school is called the southern sect owing to
its insistence on the spiritual value of Divya Prabandhams^
S'ri Vaisnavism accepts the five-fold form of Bhagavan as
j>ara, vyuha, antarydmi, avatdra and area, but on the whole
prefers the last manifestation as the very incarnation of
redemptive love,  Laksmi co-exists with the Lord and is
inseparable from Him as justice and mercy are ever conjoined.
Love is wedded to law and they cannot be separated.
Righteousness is one with redemption in the interests of the
salvation of the jrva. One school regards S'ri as only a
jiva or mediatrix and not as lyvarz. S'ri Vaisnavism extols
the Rdmiyana as a yarafiagati s'dstra or the scripture that
guarantees salvation to all. The Gzta says that bhakti and
prapatti are the chief means to mukti. Prapatti is pre-
ferred owing to its ease, universality and catholicity and is
superior to bhakii. One school insists on the primacy of
Divine grace or operative grace ; but another school refers to